
A Double Happy Celebration
This year it is our turn, as the Wellington Branch, to host the annual NZ Chinese Association’s Easter Sports Tournament.  Although sport will always be its mainstay, over the past 15 or more years, Chinese culture has played an increasingly important role in this annual get-together of Chinese youth.

The cultural component of this event has previously been in the form of a variety concert, showcasing the wealth of young talent in the Chinese community including traditional and modern dance, singing and instrumentals, presented individually and in groups.
Over the same period, parallel with this interest in culture, there has been an increasing awareness of our New Zealand Chinese history.  Necessarily off the sports field and stage, this interest has been stimulated by the seminal research of Dr James Ng, Dr Manying Ip, Nigel Murphy and others who have brought to light the history of our forebears: the hardship of the goldfields, the privation of the sojourners, the discriminatory measures which would keep families apart for half a lifetime;  stories of  frugality, backbreaking work, and the loss of culture through governmental policy of restrictive immigration, isolation  and assimilation; later stories of personal triumph, family success, community growth, capped by  a change of policy which would bring a huge wave of migrants, and with them a flood of cultural replenishment and the challenge of integration.
This sea change has manifested itself, for example with an exhibition at Te Papa, the Poll Tax campaign which resulted in an official apology, a community consultation process and the creation of funded Trust, and numerous publications, conferences and festivals.  Coupled with the economic resurgence of China, being Chinese in New Zealand has suddenly become cool.

Wellington Branch has decided that this year, we would use the Tournament cultural show to celebrate and  re-interpret New Zealand Chinese history in a multi-media extravaganza of music, dance and coordinated light, sound and projected images - still and moving.
The show, A Double Happy Celebration, has been created on a clean canvas in a collaborative effort by a professional team led by our scriptwriter/producer Christine Chan-Hyams, with archival research by our historian and computer controlled presentation by our friendly multi-media company and technicians.
I hope that you will all attend the show and make a special effort to bring your family members, young and old.   Not only will A Double Happy Celebration showcase local talent, it will tell the stories of the Chinese community in New Zealand including  something of your family’s story:  how from being Chinese they  became Chinese New Zealanders.
Admission can be guaranteed by the pre-purchase of a printed souvenir programme ($4)  from the committee.  Early purchase is recommended.  
Our thanks to the New Zealand Chinese Association, the Wellington City Council and the Poll Tax Heritage Trust who have been major sponsors.  Their support has made the kind of show possible.
STEVEN YOUNG
President

Wellington Chinese Association

A Double Happy Celebration

Easter Tournament Cultural Concert

The Opera House, Wellington

4.00pm Saturday 15 April 2006

Admission by Programme only.


