NEW ZEALAND CHINESE ASSOCIATION INC
(CANTERBURY BRANCH)
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22 St Asaph Street, Central City, nzcacanterbury@nzchinese.org.nz
Christchurch 8011

NOVEMBER 2025 Newsletter

Best wishes for a happy holiday season!

As the holiday season approaches, we want to extend our warmest wishes to you and your family.

During this season of joy and celebration, we want to express our heartfelt appreciation for your
tremendous support. We wish you all a wonderful summer holiday season and restful break.

The NZCA Canterbury Committee
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NZCA End of Year Celebration Party, Sunday 7th December

All are welcome - Friends and family, the young and young at heart!

When: Sunday 7t December 2025 Time: 11am — 1pm
Where: NZCA Canterbury Hall, 22 St Asaph Street.
Please bring a plate of food for a shared lunch.

Members are welcome to come early at 10 am for a round of mahjong or table tennis,
and then join in with the 11am scheduled party. (please bring a plate)

Note: Car parking available at Hagley Community College, entrance at Stewart Street.
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Celebrating the Moon Festival — Mooncake Baking Day!

Our Mooncake festivities began mid-September with the NZCA Kitchen Team gathering to make a
variety of mooncakes for sale and for our celebration lunch.

A special thank you to our dedicated experienced team leaders:
Marisa Yeung, Cindy Chan and Jane Gin!




L/ P

...and Celebrating the Moon Festival — Lunch Day!

And we celebrated with a fantastic turn-out of members and guests at another successful
lunch on Sunday October 15th. Kids and adults were entertained with activities upstairs,
performances were in the hall downstairs and no one left hungry.

Congratulations to our Canterbury winners of the 2025 NZCA Academic Awards at the Moon Festival Lunch.
Chin, and Nancy Goh.

==

The awards were presented by Nelson Sue, Jennifer

B

NCEA1 Award — Katie Chan NCEA2 Award — Chloe Chan NCEAS3 Award — Ysabella Ho
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30 Years of Lion Dance Commemorated

Over Labour weekend, the Qiao Yi Hong De Lion Dance Team
celebrated their 30th anniversary. On the Saturday, they held the
very first Lion Dance Competition in New Zealand. Nine teams
competed, coming from Auckland, Christchurch and Dunedin.
Auckland gained first and second place with Christchurch gaining
third.

An anniversary dinner was held and was attended by Lois Yee
and Marisa Yeung, acknowledging the long relationship the Lion
Dance Team has with NZCA. It was a celebration of the people
and the long-standing cultural contribution that has been made to
Christchurch over the years.

Over the Sunday and Monday, the hall was full of people
attending a lion dance workshop taught by Master Siow, from
Malaysia. He is world famous for his work in establishing some of
the modern innovations in lion dance as well as his skill in making
them. There were 56 attendees coming from Auckland,
Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin. Everyone learnt from
Master Siow’s expertise and each other leaving with new friends
and an increased passion for Lion Dance.

W@?ﬁ@n@qy,ﬁ‘m 0 3 .
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Another successful
Youth Night

Our most recent Youth Night saw our
Intermediate / High School youngsters
making mooncakes and lanterns. After
a shared Pot Luck dinner the teens
split into groups; taking turns to make
snow skin mooncakes with a choice of
filling. Some chose the traditional red
bean or lotus seed paste while some
got very excited about cream cheese
and Oreos. Regardless of the flavour
they were all eaten very quickly.

They also made lanterns which they
somehow turned into a competition
and a great deal of chatter and
laughter ensued. The teens also practiced the crafts they
would help supervise for the mooncake lunch where they
helped the younger children with badge making, colouring and
other small crafts.

Our next Youth Night will be
Saturday 6th December at the hall.
Starts at 6pm with a Pot Luck dinner.

This will be the last session for the year and will be
a chance to wind down after exams.

Come along! We hope to see you there!
For more info contact Karen Prisco 0210 237 0104

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Fundraising Event — 2026 Sanitarium WeetBix Kids TRYathlon

Canterbury Branch is seeking volunteers to support the 2026 Sanitarium Kids WeetBix TRYathlon on

Sunday 22nd February 2026. (Volunteers must be 16 years and over)

This Fundraising will support Canterbury representatives competing at the
2026 annual NZCA Sports Tournament in Auckland.

We would appreciate family and friends to help support a good cause for the children of
Otautahi in giving of your time to participate at this annual event.

Please contact Emmie King by 30h January 2026, to register on mobile: 021 211 7441

L T—— R
Page 4




Cooking with an air fryer!
Demonstration at the hall

On 8th of September, Jenny Yee gave an air
fryer cooking demonstration to an
enthusiastic audience at our Association
Hall.

She made scones, cooked potato wedges,
salmon and crispy belly pork. These not
only looked great but also were delicious to
taste!

She showed us the versatility of air fryer
cooking and inspired confidence in using
the air fryer to cook a wide range of foods.

Thank you Jenny for an outstanding
presentation.

Reminder: 2026 Membership renewals are due

Your annual membership to NZCA Canterbury helps to run activities and
events that benefits the wider Chinese Community in Christchurch.
Please renew your membership using the form at the end of this newsletter.
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Let’s make Burgers!

The Chinese Class enjoyed “Let's make Burgers!” for
morning tea on Sunday, 7th September.

We supplied the ingredients, such as burger buns, tomatoes,
lettuce, beef patties, cheese and gherkins, etc. The teacher
had taught the students the Chinese words of the ingredients .

On the morning, students had to tell the teacher their
ingredients in Chinese before taking them to make their own
burgers for morning tea.

It was a fun morning. All students enjoyed making and eating
their burgers.

Notice:
Chinese Language Classes

This term ends on Sunday 7th December
First term will start on 8th February 2026

Please contact Fran Yee, 021 138 3663 or
fran.yee@yahoo.com for further information

T — E——
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Exceptional academic achievements for our students

Ysabella Ho was awarded the New Zealand Top Scholar in Statistics in the 2024 NZQA Scholarship
Awards. With six subject scholarships overall, two at “Outstanding” level, Ysabella was among 55
students throughout New Zealand who received an Outstanding Scholar Award.

She is currently studying Engineering at University of Canterbury.

https://www?2.nzqga.govt.nz/ncea/understanding-secondary-quals/nz-scholarship/nz-scholarship-results/2024/

Antonios Eskander-Mak is a Law and Political Science student at the University of Canterbury. He has
placed first in five law papers, won the UC Negotiation Competition, and interned at Russell McVeagh.

Antonios was also selected for the New Zealand delegation to the Japanese Government’s Ship for
World Youth.

Antonios is a recipient of an Inspire Foundation Grant to support his international study in The Hague and
France. His goal is to pursue a PhD in international law and serve ethnic communities through research
and teaching.

Special medal of

honour awarded to NZCA

The 80th Anniversary of the Victory of the Chinese
People's War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression
and the World Anti-Fascist War included major
celebrations in Beijing in September.

NZCA National President Paul Chin was invited to the
special celebrations in Beijing which also included a
special reception by Ms. Chen Xu, PRC Minister for
Overseas Chinese Affairs, who presented the medals of
honour to representative organisations from around the
world to acknowledge their contributions. NZCA was
established in 1935 with an original focus to support
China’s efforts in the war against Japan.

Donations from Chinese in NZ were ranked amongst the
highest per capita for any overseas Chinese community.
(Refer “Turning Stone Into Jade”, Page 42)

Christchurch
Heritage Festival 2025
11 October 2025

As part of this annual festival, NZCA Canterbury and
Qiao Yi Hong De Lion Dance Group collaborated to host
a free public event at the Multicultural Centre in Hagley
Ave to celebrate our Chinese heritage, culture and the
traditional Moon Cake Festival.

Minister for Mental Health Matt Doocey, MP Hamish
Campbell and Lois Yee shared the honour in the special ceremony to “dot the eyes” of the new
performance dragon. This was followed by an enthralling outdoor entertainment programme provided
by the Qiao Yi Lion and Dragon Group, Ao Lan Dancers, and Master Song Kung Fu group.

There were displays of the SS Ventnor story, the Ng King Market Garden Heritage site and many books
published by the Chinese Poll Tax Heritage Trust. Many activities included calligraphy, lantern making
and face painting and sales of food and mooncakes were available.

Thanks to all who helped with the success of this wonderful event!
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76th Annual NZ Chinese Easter Sports
Tournament and Cultural Show
2026 “Year of the Horse”

Now Recruiting Canterbury Participants

NZCA Auckland Branch will be hosting the 76th Annual NZCA Sports
Tournament and Cultural Show over Easter weekend in Auckland
(Tamaki Makaurau).

NZCA'’s annual flagship event is held each year on a rotational basis by four main
NZCA branches, Wellington, Otago-Southland (OSCA), Auckland and Christchurch.

This event brings together our community for the “Spirit of the tournament”, to
encourage participation, promote goodwill, friendship, mutual understanding and
healthy competition. It is open to ages from 5 years to Veterans (Masters Grade).

NZCA's major family gathering, creates an opportunity for intergenerational
family reunions, rekindling friendships, and essentially making new friends
nationally over New Zealand.

Various sports ranging from Athletics (Relays), Badminton, Basketball (Grades
from 5 years to Masters), Golf, Indoor Netball, Indoor Soccer, Lawn Bowls,
Outdoor Netball, Pickleball, Table Tennis, Tennis, Touch and Volleyball will be
contested over the weekend.

This will be an exciting, fun packed weekend comprising of a formal Opening and
Closing ceremony, daily social activities for all ages, and evening functions to party
the night away... not to forget the traditional tournament canteen opening each day!

| -fl,; We'd love you to represent Canterbury to be part of this special unique weekend to
celebrate sports, culture and friendship.

Please submit your interest by registering on the NZCA Easter Tournament Google

link form below to assist with coordinating the Canterbury contingent by Sunday 21 st
December 2025.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSeDZ1nSbluTzzPZatYiXpnYCSRRIi9gmgB20POCWdIWyUJTU6w/viewform?
usp=sharing&ouid=107309751896171459150

Participants must be a registered member of their contingent branch to be eligible to
participate in the competitions. Submit your annual 2026 NZCA Canterbury Membership
Subscription by January 2026 to ensure you remain a current member.

For further information contact Canterbury Branch Tournament co-ordinator Emmie King mobile: 021 211 7441 or
email: graem88 @xtra.co.nz

https://www.facebook.com/NZCAAucklandEasterTournament2026

https://www.instagram.com/nzcaeaster2026/?hi=en

M)A
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HAPPY YEAR OF THE
HORSE

Get ready for Chinese New Year 2026

Some events to look forward to:

= Our Chinese New Year celebration lunch
will be held at our Hall
Sunday 1st March 2026

= Christchurch Lunar New Year Parade
Sunday 15 February 2026

= Happy Chinese New Year Festival
20-21 February 2026

Vecteezy.com
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeDZ1nSbIuTzzPZatYiXpnYCSRRIi9gmqB2oP0CWdWyUJTU6w/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=107309751896171459150
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeDZ1nSbIuTzzPZatYiXpnYCSRRIi9gmqB2oP0CWdWyUJTU6w/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=107309751896171459150
mailto:graem88@xtra.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/NZCAAucklandEasterTournament2026
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NEW ZEALAND CHINESE ASSOCIATION INC.
(CANTERBURY BRANCH)

For more information on any of the following activities, please contact the activity leader.

Activity 9 Details Contact person -
Beijing Health Promoting Exercise Group Saturday Jane Gin
M Ga 021175 5866
Chinese Language Classes — Sunday Fran Yee
Cantonese and Mandarin 021138 3663
9:30am —11lam fran.yee@yahoo.com

’

Cooking Classes
SHELEE

To be advised

Rhonda Ding
021 259 0745

Karaoke Sing-A-Long

Sunday monthly, and to be

Jane Gin

\'  OK (W , W ) advised 021 175 5866
1:30pm -5pm

Lifestyle Walking Group Friday Tim Ng 021 263 0218,
10am ng.tim@hotmail.com

Marisa Yeung 021 112 6265

Line Dancing

Saturday morning
9am —10:30am

Rhonda Ding
021 259 0745

NZCA Annual Sports Tournament and
Cultural Event

E)

Easter 2026 in Auckland

Emmie King
0212117441
graem88@xtra.co.nz

NZCA Canterbury Multi-Sports Sunday Emmie King

Programme 0212117441
.9 graem88@xtra.co.nz

Pickleball Sunday 1:15pm to 3:15pm Rhonda Ding

Y o Russley Primary School, 021 259 0745

Cutts Road, Russley

Saturday Activities
Mahjong, Table Tennis, Darts

To be advised

Rhonda Ding
021 259 0745

Youth activities

Monthly
Saturday evening

Karen Prisco
02102370104
peonielotus@gmail.com

Tai Chi Class Sunday Marisa Yeung
9:00am-10am 021112 6265
hopyick@xtra.co.nz
MEMBERSHIP & CORRESPONDENCE H ,

Please contact the Secretary NZCA (Canterbury Branch)
Email: nzcacanterbury@nzchinese.org.nz
Postal address: 22 St Asaph Street, Christchurch.

Further information | ,

Website: canterbury.nzchinese.org.nz Membership forms, newsletters, updates are found here.
Facebook: facebook.com/CanterburyBranchNZCA

SEPT 2025
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New Zealand Chinese Association (Canterbury Branch) Inc.

AP A [EER T

22 St Asaph Street, Christchurch Central, Christchurch 8011

Membership Application/Renewal Form for 16 years and over Annual 1t Jan- 31t Dec
Please Print Clearly Please add further applicants on this form if at same address
Title Family Name First Name Date of Birth |Chinese Name |Membership |Non Current or |Donations
Mr/Mrs/Miss ﬁIHEE %j% H:II QE E ﬂﬂ EPY&E% Annual New Member ?E%&‘ﬂ
Ms/Dr/Prof =i FEEE NS
Fee $15 |Add $5
1 /[ $ $ $
2 [ $ $ $
3 [ $ $ $
4 I $ $ $
Totals|$ $ $
Donations over $5 have Tax Credit Claim Entitlement. Please Tick ™ for receipt
Address
ihdk

Contact Details
Details 4%

*Nominator required if new applicant HEA *Nominator must be an existing member

Nominator's Name

Occupation and brief history

if New Applicant
LES

PAYMENT METHOD: Cash or Direct Debit to: NZCA Canterbury Bank account 03-0802-0003908-03
with reference Surname, First name, Phone Numbers in particulars

Please return all forms via post to address:- NZCA Canterbury
22 St Asaph Street, Christchurch Central, Christchurch 8011

or Email completed form to :- nzcacanterbury@nzchinese.org.nz

Objectives for membership I/We volunteer to suppport NZCA Canterbury in the following:

Please Tick(v) O Chinese school O Social Activities/Events O Fundraising
O Translation ONZCA Sports Tournament OYLC/LDC Programme

O Others please Specify

Preference for Receiving Newsletter Please Tick(v) O E-mail O Post

Declaration: I/We apply to become a Member/s of the New Zealand Chinese Association Canterbury
I/We agree to abide by the Rules of the Association on acceptance as a Member/s.

#®H *Signed: Date: / /

version 9 -

03/25
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